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Join Dr. Cameron for a follow-up discussion after the lecture



Glen Cameron stands outside his cabin in Montana on the South Boulder River, which freshened the Jefferson River where the Corps of Discovery camped. Several days later on their journey, Sacajawea recognized the Beaver Head on her tribal grounds. Marilyn Cameron photo

Every day public figures and organizations use communication strategies to garner attention, beat the competition or maintain their reputations. University of Missouri-Columbia Professor Glen Cameron has spent his professional life observing and analyzing the ways in which different organizations clash while communicating with one another. Recognized worldwide as an expert in the public relations field, Cameron will focus his lecture on the role of media and strategic communication as forces in escalating or resolving global conflict.

Cameron will use clips from the Oscar-winning film Crash to demonstrate how conflict intensifies due to media coverage and stereotyping. He also will discuss the World Health Organization's use of media-driven conflict to contain the SARS epidemic in China, and he will explore communication strategies to encourage South African healers and western doctors to better collaborate in treating AIDS patients. Cameron even plans to examine a few conflicts experienced by Lewis and Clark during their explorations. A native of Montana and an amateur historian, Cameron spends summers exploring the river ways of the Corps of Discovery.

Cameron has been the Maxine Wilson Gregory Chair in Journalism since 1998 when he joined the MU faculty. He also serves as a professor of Family and Community Medicine and is an adjunct clinical instructor at the School of Nursing. As founder and co-director of the Health Communication Research Center at MU, Cameron is especially qualified to speak about the role that communication strategy plays in health care. He earned his doctorate in communication from the University of Texas at Austin in 1989.

Cameron was the most published and cited public relations scholar in peer-reviewed journals from 1996 to 2004, and he has received numerous honors, including the Baskett-Mosse and Pathfinder awards for his entire body of work. He is the author of more than 100 articles, papers, chapters and books.Cameron is co-author of Public Relations: Strategies and Tactics and Essentials of Public Relations published by Allyn & Bacon. Both books are used by more than 250 universities and have been translated into Spanish, Russian, Romanian, Lithuanian and Greek. He currently is writing a book titled Public Relations: Managing Competition and Conflict, which Allyn & Bacon will publish in fall 2007. In addition to his prolific research and writing endeavors, Cameron developed Publics PR Research Software™, which is widely used in marketing and public relations research.

The Maxine Wilson Gregory Chair in Journalism Research was endowed with a bequest from Maxine Wilson Gregory, a 1930 graduate of the Missouri School of Journalism.

